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January 2, 2022

Dear Amherst Families,

I hope you had a relaxing winter break and a joyful New Year. Tonight we all get back into our school
routines and we look forward to seeing one another tomorrow. I want to update you about at-home test
kit pickups, return to school protocols and KN95 mask availability.

I want to thank the administrators that passed out the At-Home COVID-19 Rapid Antigen Test kits this
morning. We distributed almost 2,000 kits to families to use tonight prior to our return to school
tomorrow. If your child tests positive, contact your child’s school nurse.

If you were unable to get to one of our three distribution points and would like to pick up a test, please
contact your school office tomorrow. Every ACSD student is eligible to receive one At-Home COVID-19
Rapid Antigen Test kit which has been provided by the state.

Although the CDC changed its quarantine and isolation guidance, our Return to School Protocol
remains unchanged. If your child is sick, has a runny nose or other symptoms, please keep your child
home and get tested.

All students will continue wearing masks on the bus and on school property. I renew the call to send
your child to school with a quality, well-fitting mask that conforms to the face and nose, preventing any
gaps around the edges. Local health officials are recommending that masks should form a seal around
the face and nose.

When we received the test kits, we also received a supply of KN95 masks with enough for every
student to have one mask. If you would like your child to have one, please contact the school office and
they will make the appropriate arrangements.

A layered approach to health and safety does work and the at-home test kits, keeping sick children
home and wearing masks will help keep our students in the classroom.

Thank you,

Anthony J. Panella, Superintendent
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